


 
 

 
 
DJ: Well this is Dara Jones and it is March the 25th and I am speaking with Tim O'Hare, 

former Mayor and City Councilman of Farmers Branch. So welcome Tim.  
 
TO: Well hello. How are you?  
 
DJ: I'm doing good in this quarantine condition. How about yourself?  
 
TO: It is a crazy time isn't it?  
 
DJ: It is. Time like no other.  
 
TO: Crazy, crazy time. Well as we just discussed before the tape turned on, I’m a Farmers 

Branch native. I love Farmers Branch. Always will. Still have lots of relatives that live 
there so they will always hold a special place in my heart. What? So, fire away with any 
questions you have.  

 
DJ: Okay well why don’t you just start about day two (after being born in Dallas) of ending 

up in Farmers Branch. What that was—. You know we always like to hear about what the 
city looked like when people were growing up and what those years were and so forth.  

 



TO: So yeah. So, the house that I lived in from the day I came home from the hospital until I 
was—until October of 1983 when I was 14 was on Dennis Lane [interference] 1-3-9-5-0 
and it's pretty close to the post office right across from all those practice fields. It was a 
really cool place to grow up. Those fields over there were not groomed, maintained. 
There was no walking track. There was no fence. It was just a big giant open field back 
then. But we used to have, you know, teams would come out practice and play— people 
played pickup games stuff. We also used to have a carnival a couple times a year that 
would park right there in that field so literally the carnival was right across the street from 
the house. That was pretty wild. And back when I was a kid on the other—. Like others, I 
forget what the grocery store is now, might be an El Rancho but there used to be a 
bowling alley over there, a Half Price Books, an M.E. Moses. So, those were places that a 
kid could go and just have a blast and shop and look at stuff and bowl and play pinball. 
Boy, I’m bouncing all over the place here.  

 
DJ: Nice. That’s ok. 
 
TO: But I love the ball machines, so I have four pinball machines at my house, and I think the 

reason why I liked them so much why I'm just not attracted to it or think that's cool is 
because growing up I would walk over there. My mom would take me over to the 
bowling alley, Valwood Bowling Lanes and they always had, uh, I mean 10/15 pin balls 
in that opening room and it's just—I don't know it's kind of a—kind of brings me back to 
my childhood so to speak. It was a great place to grow up. When I was 14 we moved 
from that house on Dennis Lane to a house on Rawhide across from the greenbelt.  

 
DJ: Okay.  
 
TO: There was a really nice creek right across from my house then, a walking track and pretty 

close to the library. I have some friends today—in fact we were texting with some of 
them this morning. I have a group of friends. There was five guys including me. We 
knew them—we knew most of them before junior high. But then we went to Vivian Field 
Junior High when I was, you know, started when I was 12. Then we went to R.L. Turner 
together and then—let’s see—one-two-three-four of those five guys, we went to the 
University of Texas. So, we went to the same junior high, high school, college and we are 
we are still in touch today. I don't say this lightly. I mean I truly had a wonderful 
childhood and Farmers Branch was an amazing place to grow up.  

 
DJ: It just sounds like it. Everybody I talk to—I like want to move there, you know.  
 
TO: You know I loved it. And I went to—the elementary school I went to was Valwood 

Elementary. After we left Valwood Elementary—so I went there one through six—I went 
to  First Baptist Carrollton’s kindergarten, so I didn't go to the Valwood kindergarten. But 
after we left there—my principal there was Mr. Montgomery and after I left Valwood—I 
don't know when exactly it was a few years later they changed the name of Valwood 
Elementary to Montgomery Elementary after the principal. And you probably know they 
tore down Valwood or Montgomery Elementary last year. So now it's not it's not there 
anymore which is kind of—kind of wild.  



 
So, a bunch of us that went there that are friends on Facebook and still stay in touch in 
some form or fashion, we all went and picked up bricks— 

 
DJ: Aw. Nice. 
 
TO: —from the school and the people that were tearing down were cool about it. I mean they 

put bricks out for people to go pick up for, you know, as mementos and a good friend of 
mine that I've known since elementary school, his mom was a teacher there and she 
passed away at a pretty early age from breast cancer. And so, I got one for him and it was 
just special for him. It was a great—a great place to grow up.  

 
DJ: Oh, just sounds wonderful. What were your growing up years. I didn't think to tell you. I 

mean ask you. 
 
TO: Yes, I was born in 69 and I graduated from Turner in 1987.  
 
DJ: Let's see what else I got on here. Let's see. So. So as you grew up, went to high school. 

Where did you go to high school?  
 
TO: R.L. Turner. You know the way Farmers Branch is divided up, at least public-school 

lines, about 75 percent of the city feeds into Carrollton/Farmer's Branch ISD and R.L. 
Turner and about 25 percent feeds into DISD which would be W.T. White.  

 
DJ: So, after high school what happened? What did do you do?  
 
TO: Well after high school I went to Texas and walked on the football team at Texas and got a 

degree in finance—was a BBA in finance and I graduated pretty early, so it's kind of a 
long drawn out story but I had enough credits to graduate in three years. I was going to 
go play one season of football at another college to reunite with my high school 
quarterback and you couldn't. Back then—the NCAA now has a rule where if you 
graduate from an institution you're now free to go to any other institution you want and 
finish your eligibility. Back then they had a rule that said if you graduate from an 
institution you cannot ever play anywhere else. So, I was going to graduate in three years 
I was only going to be 20. And literally a month before graduation, it was too late to drop 
a class.  



 
Tim, jersey #28, poses with his Farmers Branch Lions teammates. 

So, I had a friend who was a business professor—I went to him and said “Here's the 
issue. I want to go play with my quarterback. I’m going to do it for one season. Can I—
what can I do to drop an hour?”  
 
So, I took me to see that the College of Business Dean. We told him the story and he said, 
“Yeah. I'll sign off and let you drop one hour and then you just transfer any class back in 
and you still graduate.”  
 
So, I dropped that hour. I was making an A in it, so it was, you know—it was not a bad 
class and uh,—so I did—I did not graduate then in May of ’90. I played one football 
season at Abilene Christian and then transferred one of the classes I took at ACU back 
and then got my Texas degree in May of ‘91. So, you look at the—you looked at the 
diploma it looks like I did the normal four-year plan but that's not exactly how it 
happened.  

 
So, after that I went to, uh—I worked at—for Southwest Airlines for a really short time 
period. I just worked for Southwest Airlines because it was the—I did it for the summer 
and I only did it because it was the one airline you could go to work for that would let 
you fly immediately— 
 

DJ: Oh. Sweet.  
 
TO: —for free. All the other airlines said, “You must be there six months or one year,” 

whatever it may be.  



So, I went work for Southwest and I went all over the place, did fun stuff. Single guy, 
young guy. I went and saw Johnny Carson at the Tonight Show back then. I went and 
saw the PGA Golf Championship in Indianapolis and I would just get off work, hop on a 
plane, go for two days, hop back, go do my work. It was a blast.  

 
Then after that I ended up going to law school and this is a cool story. I went to law 
school at SMU. And I remember my eighth grade English teacher at Vivian Field telling 
us—this is the only place I ever heard this. I remember my eighth grade English teacher 
telling us—Mrs. Lewis—never forget it. She said that if we—if you ever go to SMU that 
Vivian Field, who was a pretty well-known Methodist in the in this area left money at 
SMU for any kids that went to the junior high named after her to get a scholarship.  
 
So, nobody knew what it was. That's the only time I ever heard it. So, I called the 
Financial Aid office when I applied SMU and told them this story. They thought I was 
crazy. They had no idea what I was talking about. They said, “Let me do some research.” 
They called me back and said, “Hey, we found something. So, we think we found it. It's 
probably not gonna do anything more than pay for books.”  
 

DJ: Mm hmm.  
 
TO: And you know at that point I'd take anything, so filled out my financial aid paperwork, 

submitted it. Well I got my financial aid stuff back and I think it had gone so long 
without being used—nobody knew about it.  

 
DJ: Right.  
 
TO: Carrollton/Farmers Branch didn't tell anybody about it, I mean, that I ever heard, and it 

ended up paying for more than half the tuition and simply because I went to her junior 
high. I will never forget that. I wrote a letter to the Field family thanking them. And, uh, 
it made going to SMU cheaper than going to a state school. So that's where I went to law 
school.  

 
DJ: Wow. I bet not many people can tell that story! Wow.  
 
TO: No. And then I'll tell you the mistake I made. I told everyone I knew about it and by the 

time I left SMU at least three more people from Vivian Field applied to go to law school 
there and the scholarship the last semester was actually a lot smaller because they started 
passing it out more. So pretty funny I'm glad I did. They’re good guys.  

 
DJ: So, after law school, then what?  
 
TO: After law school I passed the bar, got a job with a law firm doing insurance defense 

work. Did not like that at all. Then I got a job at a plaintiff's firm that I love that kind of 
work. And then I started my own firm four years later which we celebrate our 19th 
anniversary.  

 



DJ: Well, congratulations!  
 
TO: Yeah. Thank you. So, it's been—we have been blessed. And in addition to running a law 

firm that is a pretty, you know, pretty successful firm for what we do in the DFW area I 
also do a pretty decent amount of real estate investing. And so, it's—God has been good 
to us.  

 
DJ: Well but that's been a wild—you know it's I know it's that's been jetting up in the last few 

years and now with what we've got going, I wonder what's going to happen in that area. 
Do you wonder yourself? 

 
TO: Well I think there is there is definitely going to be a temporary—I mean there already 

is—how could there not be. There's definitely going to be a temporary slowdown. And 
but, anytime there are these slowdowns those are buying opportunities. 

 
DJ: Of course.  
 
TO: And so, there are going to be some deals to be had. Hopefully this whole virus thing— 

people listening to this if anybody ever does—if anybody ever listeners to this, they’re 
going to listen to it in 20 years and say, “Oh what was that virus thing?” and it'll be just 
no big deal. But hopefully it'll be over, all this social distancing and shutdowns and all 
these things that they're doing. Hopefully it will be over really soon. The economy will 
get back to flourishing because as you know, I mean, everybody in America knows the 
economy has been doing gangbusters here for pretty good long while.  

 
DJ: It really has. Yeah. You know we're almost living the history at the moment with this 

virus thing.  
 
TO: Yeah. Well this is definitely will be one of those things where people remember—you 

know in my lifetime people remember Vietnam. People remember Watergate. People 
remember when we first bombed Iraq. People remember 9/11 and, you know, other 
things but they're—this one will definitely one be one of us alive now will ever forget. 
Right?  

 
DJ: Yeah well I would love to forget it.  
 
TO: I would love it to be done soon for everybody—  
 
DJ: Me too.  
 
TO: —for health and jobs and everything else. So real estate investing and the law firm. What 

else? I mean it looks like you've been on some committees and all kinds of stuff.  
 
TO: Well you know I've done all sorts of things, so I got involved in—I've served on so many 

things. Right now, I'm the chairman of our church—our personnel committee. I am the—
I'm a deacon at First Baptist Grapevine but I am also the chairman of the Tarrant County 



Sheriff’s Civil Service Commission. And what that is, is if the—if somebody is fired, 
demoted, suspended—anything along those lines and they appeal that procedure it goes 
to a commission that I chair. It's a three-person commission and we're basically the judge 
and jury on any complaint that an employee of the sheriff's department brings. The 
sheriff's office the largest employer in Tarrant County government. Wow. And so that's 
an interesting thing to do. I'm friends with the sheriff. He's a—he's a great guy, a good 
man. And so, I've done that now for about a year. The—prior to that I was the Tarrant 
County Republican Party chairman which we can do we can do hours of interviews on 
the adventures of that.  
 

DJ: Well that sounds very interesting. Why don't you give us a few high points?  
 
TO: Wow. So, one of the things that's kind of neat when you're in that position is you—you 

just you get to know almost all of the elected officials around the state and certainly 
within your county. So, you know it's kind of cool that when the Legislature was in 
session and I'm the chairman I get a call from the lieutenant governor and you know he 
asks if I support a bill he's for and asks—when he finds out that I did, he asked if I could 
call the Tarrant County delegation and get them to support it and try to talk them into it. 
So, you know that kind of stuff is neat. I mean when the lieutenant governor has been at 
our house, Ted Cruz has been at our house—I got to know a lot of these people. And you 
know it's not like I have a need to pick up the phone and call a U.S. senator very often, 
but I have their phone numbers if I need to— 

 
DJ: Nice. 
 
TO: —and we've done so on a couple of occasions. I got to meet Chuck Norris. He sat at the 

head table of our Tarrant County Republican Party fundraiser, so I got to sit next to him 
and talk to him for a couple hours which was pretty fun.  

 
DJ: I've heard he's a great guy.  
 
TO: He's—he's a great guy. He's a very nice guy and just a—just a humble, humble man. You 

know, little things like I've taken every tour you can imagine in Washington and when 
you know people up there they can get you into a different special things and stuff and do 
it pretty quick. So, you know, we've got to do stuff like that. I took my family to the to 
the Christmas tree lighting ceremony—the White House Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony. I think that was last year. No, no. It might have been the Christmas before 
that. So, it was the Christmas of ‘18. And that was a neat thing to do.  

 
When I was mayor of Farmers Branch and city council, I was interviewed by the media 
all the time, so I was kind of old hat, but the media comes to you when you're the 
chairman of a large county especially Tarrant County which is the largest Republican 
county in the state. So, the media is constantly calling you asking for your opinions and 
your thoughts on this topic of that topic or this issue or that issue. So that was—that was 
enjoyable time. And when I was chair Republicans swept every office in the general 



election that we had. So obviously for me for my beliefs and political opinions that that's 
what you want to see happen when you're the chair of the party of a county.  
 
I've also served as the president of the Dallas Christian Legal Society. And that was a 
really neat thing because we—it used to be a very active chapter in the Dallas area and it 
had kind of gotten to the point where there were no more sometimes five, six, seven 
people come to the meetings. So, when they made me the president we set out to do more 
things to build the group. And we had the group—I mean we had gatherings with over 
200 people in a relatively short timeframe. We also started a mentoring program at 
Lincoln High School in South Dallas and that was—that was a lot of fun and did some 
good work to help people. That was an enjoyable thing to do.  
 
I’ve been—let’s see—president of the Rotary Club of Farmers Branch. We did all kinds 
of things to help the elderly and paint houses and trim bushes and mow yards and then, of 
course, the city involvement which is mayor, council and boards was a total for me of 11 
years of service to the city.  
 

DJ: Well, would love to hear more detail about those eleven years. So, did you start out on 
the council as a councilman? 

 
TO: No I did—the first thing I was on was the Zoning Board of Adjustment and I think—I 

think I got put on there when I was—I want to say I was 29, could have been 30 but I was 
29 or 30. And so I was on the Zoning Board of Adjustment and I did that for probably 
three year—two and a half, three years. And then after that moved to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission. During the time I did that—during that five-year period, it was a—I 
mean there's just no way to sugarcoat it. Farmers Branch property values did not keep 
pace with the rest of the area. Our appreciation rate just sagged significantly compared to 
our neighboring cities and cities in Dallas County. In fact, at one point—and you know 
some of this—may not have looked at this stuff in literally over 10 years but there was a 
point in time where our property value appreciation rates, if you ranked them, we were 
dead last in Dallas County.  

 
DJ: Oh, wow. 
 
TO: I think there's 28 cities in Dallas County. So, I decided to run for city council, and I 

decided to set about changing that. That was—that was my—my agenda—my goal. And 
I mean—fast forward, we did all sorts of things: did things to beautify the city, did things 
to improve neighborhoods, did things to lower crime, did things to just make the aesthetic 
appearance of the city better. And I mean that's things from the decorative street signs, 
street poles that we added. I think we added two park—we added three parks.  

 
DJ: Which three parks did you add? 
 
TO: We did Liberty Plaza. We did the little bird park area across the street on Farmers Branch 

Lane from the Historical Park. In fact, you could say we added four because then the 
Rose Garden on the other side of the bird park we put in.  



 
DJ: I've seen that. I've never gotten out of the car though to go check it out.  
 
TO: It’s a fair—it's a neat little a little peaceful area. And then the fourth one was we 

designated and made improvements to the John Burke Nature Preserve. So, we did things 
to beautify the city and don't get me wrong, the city was had been beautified in many 
ways for many years before us—before I came in—before my group came in. But we set 
about to—to pick up the pace a little bit and do even more. And we created all kinds of 
homebuilding incentive programs. We created all kinds of ways to get real estate agents 
and builders to come in. And, you know, some of those things that we did you are—I 
mean is there still going on today. Some of those things have been modified. I haven't 
been in office in Farmers Branch since I was mayor from ‘08 to ‘11. So, I mean it's 
almost nine years ago since I was mayor. Is that right ’08 to ’11?  Yeah. ’08 to ’11. So, I 
left right, you know, what, at the beginning of June or the end of May 2011. And so nine 
years ago and they're still doing those home building incentive programs and we're seeing 
a lot of the stuff kind of take effect like, we bought a lot of land by the train station area 
and all that development is going on there now is due to the fact that the city had that 
land and could make deals with developers on the apartments and the townhomes and the 
new shopping and there was a lot of, you know, a lot of foresight that went into that and 
there was foresight that went into it before I got in. And now as you can see, here we are 
2020 and there is construction going on like crazy at the Valley View and 35 intersection 
and it's going to really add just things to do, places to go, for the city tax revenue. So, 
it's—a lot of the stuff that we helped usher in or helped to be a part of are paying 
dividends today. It's kind of neat to see when I drive by.  
 

DJ: Very cool. Trying to think what question to ask you. Oh, I know what came to mind. 
Who all was who all were your co-workers when you were on the council?  

 
TO: And so, when I when I got on the city council. So, this was ‘05. So, the mayor was Bob 

Phelps. Council members were Bill Moses, Charlie Bird, Ben Robinson, Junie Smith and 
me. And then in ‘06 I think Junie Smith came off and—gosh I see his face—I can't—Jim 
Smith I think was—was it Jim Smith? Jim was his name. I can't think his last name. Jim 
came in and replaced Junie and then the year after that Bill Moses and Charlie Bird were 
replaced by David Koch and Tim Scott and then the year after that I became the mayor. 
Harold Froehlich took my spot on council and we still had Jim Smith, I’m pretty sure was 
his name. Jim Smith., Tim Scott, David Koch, Ben Robinson and Harold Froehlich. And 
then the next year Jim Smith went off and a lady named Michelle Holmes came on.  

 
So, the city council when I was done being mayor was Ben Robinson Michelle Holmes 
David Koch, Tim Scott and Harold Froehlich. Did I say Harold twice? 
 

DJ: You might’ve. 
 
TO: Ben,  Harold, Tim, David and Michelle. Yeah. That was it. We had a great group. We had 

a group that worked well together. In fact, through the whole six years that I was mayor 
or council, everybody worked really well together. It was a good group of people.  



 
DJ: Yeah I've I think I've interviewed Bob. Bob Phelps. Yeah he was—he was a good guy. I 

haven't been able to get to everybody. I'm hoping to get with Michelle sometime soon. 
Really looking forward to that.  

 
TO: Yeah she's a great gal and just loves Farmers Branch—still lives there and wants— I 

mean is still involved in the city today and does stuff. I think she was on the on the—I 
think she might have been the chair of the most recent bond committee whenever that 
was. You know, since I don't live there now I don't pay obviously quite as much attention 
as I would have if I lived there or certainly as I did when I was serving.  

 
DJ: Now what made you want to run for office and Farmers Branch? I mean you kind of 

mentioned that briefly, but can you give us a little more detail?  
 
TO: That's a great question. And I would say it's twofold. And you know you've got to 

remember when I decided to run, I mean—this is—I got on council in ‘05 so this would 
have been like ‘04 that I'm saying, “All right I'm going forward. I'm doing this.”  

 
Part of it was that this was my hometown and I wanted to serve it. I wanted to—to just try 
to help shape the future and it seemed like a challenge and it seemed like an honorable 
thing to do. So that was that was part of it. The other part of it was Farmers Branch was 
not improving. Farmers Branch was not on the upswing. Farmers Branch was on a 
downhill turn. And I think at the time I had like 15 ,16, 17 relatives that lived there. I had 
all kinds of friends that I grew up with whose parents still lived there. But there were 
literally people moving out left and right that I knew to get out of there. It just it just was 
not kept up. The housing stock was aging, code enforcement was lacking. They just—
there didn't seem to be a vision. And I've always believed in whether it's the city, whether 
it's a business, whether it's your personal life, you're either going up you're going down. 
there is no stay even. And it seemed like we were trying to stay even which was sending 
us downward. So, I mentioned earlier the property value appreciation rate was dreadful. 
The new development that came in for a pretty extended period time was just dreadful 
and you know, we had to make a lot of hard choices. We had to do a lot of things. We 
had to—we had to replace some staff members that had become stale and just did not 
understand economic development meant you're trying to economically develop. We had 
some people that were too bureaucratic and would send businesses away that wanted to 
do business there, wanted to build things there. We had developed a reputation as just a 
city that was very difficult to deal with and you couldn't get anything built or done there.  
 
So, I wanted to turn that around. I wanted to see the tide turn and send Farmers Branch on 
an upward trajectory. I think we did that. I think if you look at the stats and the numbers I 
don't like it can be argued. It's definitely done that. Some people question some of the 
ways we did it and that's just part of politics. But we definitely improved Farmers Branch 
financially, aesthetically—I mean in just about any other way you can you can think of it 
and we're still seeing a lot of the things that we did put into place helping make the city 
attractive today. And just the number of neighborhoods in the city where—I mean some 
of the houses were 50, 60 years old. Now we're starting to see some of those 



neighborhoods where those houses are either being torn down and new ones built, or 
they're being remodeled and it's a win-win.  
 
So somebody that has a really old house of that has a really old house and the value of 
their property is driven up. They can sell and make money. Somebody else can come and 
buy it and it's still—I don't know about today but a couple years ago the lots were still 
lower in value than neighboring communities. But I think now it's kind of catching up. 
The—Farmers Branch is a beautiful place— 
 

DJ:  Oh, lovely. 
 
TO: —and it’s got just incredible trees and creeks and parks and lots of people made that 

happen long before I got there, but we wanted to continue to make it better and improve it 
and we did that and I'm proud of the things that we did.  

 
DJ: Yeah it's a lovely place. Lovely city. 
 
TO: It's a neat place. It was a secret to much of the DFW community. I don't think it is as 

much anymore.  
 
DJ: Oh no.  
 
TO: I think we helped raise the profile. You know the intersection of Valley View and 

Josey—I don't know if you had ever been through there before you started doing this for 
the city but I mean we're talking in the years, you know, 2000 2005-06 something like 
that, I mean that had become—I mean half the businesses were empty. The—there were 
old rotten buildings. There were vacant buildings. There was a strip center that—I doubt 
it was 30 percent occupied and the businesses it was occupied with just weren't clean. It 
just wasn't nice looking. The parking lots were disasters.  

 
DJ: What was causing that? 
 
TO: Do what? 
 
DJ: What was causing that? 
 
TO: It was aging infrastructure was part of it, lack of code enforcement and just not a—not 

having an attitude of, “Hey we're open for business. We want new things to come in. We 
want new things to build.” And then there was just—there wasn't a lot of recruitment. It 
was just well if somebody knocks on our door almost do some here we'll talk to them and 
most of the time we made it so difficult they left and then we just shifted the focus and 
said, “We need to go out go out and recruit people. We need to go out and showcase 
stuff. We need to go out and—I'll never forget this. And I won't mention the name, but I 
said, “We need to go—". We were in a staff meeting: Council, mayor and city manager 
and staff and we said, “We need to go get real estate people and developers and bring 
them in and showcase the city—show them what we have to offer.”  



 
City manager said, “What are we going to show them?” 

 
And you just kind of knew we didn't have the right city manager that point. So, we got a 
new city manager and the new city manager had some vision and wanted to move things 
forward and get things built and get things done and it just kind of all of it came together 
and things started taking off again.  
 
Now one of the things that—and it depends on which side of the political aisle you're 
on—but one of the things that we should discuss, if you may or may not be familiar. If 
you're from around here I'm sure you're somewhat familiar but we had a pretty big what 
can only be described as an illegal immigration battle— 
 

DJ: Yes. 
 
TO: —while I was on council and mayor.  
 
DJ: I remember that in the news.  
 
TO: Yeah. And if you want to know so like what it—what it—what it really was versus what 

political opponents said it was and versus how the media portrayed it. 
 
DJ: Ok. 
 
TO: What it really was, was this: what it really was, was we were trying to be a community of 

law and order and we were trying to protect our community, our town and also try to 
uphold federal law. So, there's a federal law called the anti-harboring statute and the—
what this federal law says is that you cannot rent property to people who are in the 
country illegally, you cannot house people who are here illegally and so we passed an 
ordinance that basically mirrored federal law. Now as it happens in the modern age, you 
get media and how what I would describe is just very, very far left people. They don't 
know anything better to do than to say, “Well you must be a racist.”  

 
Now, they ignored the fact that there was a huge Hispanic population in the community 
that was legal in every respect you could be and that was behind our efforts.  

 
DJ: Oh. 
 
TO: As is often happens with the media they take and run with it and go try to sensationalize 

it and go interview people that will make it as nasty and ugly as you could. And at the 
end of the day I believe that we should have secure borders. Our council believed we 
should have secure borders. And so we put this controversial ordinance, if you will, up 
for a public vote. And you know the average turnout in a municipal race in Texas is 
somewhere between 4 and 8 percent of the electorate.  

 



DJ: Isn’t that amazing? Like you know if you vote, you’re really going to make a difference, 
you know. 

 
 

 
Tim speaking with the press. 

TO: Yeah. It’s horrible. But it's a very, very low turnout. And so, when we put that ordinance 
on the ballot we had a 50 percent turnout. And it passed, I believe it was 68 to 32 percent. 
And it had support from Republicans, Democrats, Independents, Hispanics, Whites, you 
name it.  

 
 And so, we proceeded to defend that ordinance and try to enforce the law. And of course, 

the spin that went on was just ridiculous and embarrassing. But that’s the age we're living 
in today in politics. And one of the things, one of the byproducts of that effort was—and 
we did a number of things in addition to the ordinance. So, we participated in something 
called the 287 (g) Program. 287 (g) Program allows—whether it's a state law 
enforcement official, a county law enforcement official, a city law enforcement official 
allows them to be trained by ICE to essentially act as ICE agents in the community. It's a 
federal program that the feds wanted you to do. And we were the first city—we were the 
first entity of any kind in Texas to do it. After we did it, Irving followed suit, Houston 
followed suit. We were the first city to do it. When we did it, the—we would get updates 
every week and you—I don't remember the numbers, but you would be stunned at the 
numbers of criminal illegal aliens that came through our jails that were deported. And I 
mean every violent crime you can imagine; we were catching people that had warrants 
out for their arrest for those things or even had been convicted and then snuck back into 
the country. So, we made our community safer. The crime rate went down. And we also 
kind of branded Farmers Branch as a place that as a patriotic family values, law and order 
community. And we had people at events all the time come up tell us I moved in because 



the stance you took. We want to be here. We love this community and I think it increased 
property values on that alone from just people saying, “I want to be in a community like 
that”. We had all kinds of people moving in. So, it was an interesting chapter. I'll say that.  

 
The vitriol that some people have towards people who have different political views and 
the efforts they will go to, to try to defeat you or smear you, I mean, are pretty stunning. 
And I won't get I in—I mean that's a long time ago, but I won't get into some of the 
shenanigans that people pulled during elections. But I mean some of this stuff some of 
the mistruths and things that were put out I. I'll tell you one. 
 

DJ: Ok. 
 

TO: They had there's a fountain now at the corner of Valley View and Webb Chapel. And 
what was there was an ugly, ugly rundown rental home. And it also had a driveway that 
backed out onto Webb Chapel. So, I mean, can you imagine your driveway back—you 
had to back out of your garage onto Webb's Chapel. I mean you imagine just the disaster 
that is at rush hour or— 

 
DJ: [OVERTALK] Have your back end knocked off.  
 
TO: —any other time. 
 
DJ: Or maybe you couldn’t leave your house. 
 
TO: It's horrible—just a terrible spot for a house and even worse spot for a driveway. So 

that—somebody put that house up for sale. We purchased the house and put that fountain 
and park there. Well now you drive by there, it's a beautiful fountain. It's even been 
featured in a national Subway commercial. It's just a neat little thing. It's softened the 
area, but you don't have the traffic backup and you have something better to look at. Well 
I got accused of because—I can't even remember it, but I think the, uh—I think there was 
a lawyer that owned it or there might have been a lawyer that owned it before. I don't 
even know. I never—I never knew who owned it. I had no earthly idea. But I got accused 
of—I had the city go buy this from a lawyer that I knew so he could make money at a 
price that was higher than it was worth. I mean it was just a bunch of political nonsense. I 
didn't know who owned it. Never knew who owned it. Still don't know who owns it, but 
you just you get stuff like that and that's—that's a mild one compared to some of the stuff 
that got spread. So, it's unfortunate that that kind of politics came into Farmers Branch, 
but that kind of politics is now everywhere. Maybe there will be a day when it's not like 
that anymore but it's, you know, nationwide. That's how people are now.  

 
DJ: Yeah. I wonder if the Internet and social media kind of eggs that on sometimes.  
 
TO: It absolutely does. The 24/7 news cycle does it. The rush to get a story and the rush to get 

“gotcha moments”. You know, the press used to not try to get “gotcha moments”. The 
press used to try to actually find the truth and report news, but they don't. And then you 
have Facebook and Twitter where every Tom Dick and Harry can put their opinion on 



there like they know what they're talking about. Yeah. From a from a “get along with 
people” and “love people” standpoint, yeah, I don't think I don't think social media has 
helped our political discourse at all.  

 
DJ: Yeah sometimes I—are you young old enough to remember Walter Cronkite.  
 
TO: Yeah, yeah, yeah. He went to U.T., by the way. Yeah.  
 
DJ: Oh nice. Yeah. I always liked him because he just told you what happened and then you 

know, kind of left it up to you to figure out what you thought about it.  
 
TO: Well that's—that's what news used to be. It's just not that way anymore anywhere to my 

knowledge.  
 
DJ: Well it does seem you know from the research I've done that time was very tumultuous 

and there was, you know, maybe folks upset on like—one thing I read was that some 
folks in the Hispanic community took it very personally. Can you speak to that?  

 
TO: Yeah I would tell you that there were a handful of people that, you know, tried to make it 

about race and, you know, as people tend to do these days. I will tell you I heard from 
way more and I mean probably 10 to one more Hispanic people who were for what we 
were doing versus against it. So, you know, we tend to see things in print and it seems to 
make it seem really large and big, but, you know, in a city like Farmers Branch when you 
have a vote where 68 percent of the people vote for the direction you're going—I ran for 
mayor after that vote—got 66 percent of the vote. My opponent was very well-funded 
and worked very hard in the campaign and, you know, I beat him by more than 30 points. 
so that—I mean, you know, nobody wins elections by 30 points if they're not on the right 
side of an issue and nobody, you know—I mean you can't please everyone. And if you're 
going to lead you're not always going to, you know, make everybody happy but you've 
got to make some tough decisions.  

 
The alternative is you don't do anything controversial that bothers anyone which means 
you won't get much done and you won't see a lot of progress. And that's basically what 
had happened to Farmers Branch for 10 years before I got in there. It had just—they 
stopped doing things and you can't, whether it's politics, whether it's business, whether it's 
family, you can't make decisions based on what the critics are going to say or do. You do 
that and you're a terrible leader. You've got to do what you think is right and if the people 
that elect you don't think you're the right thing they'll tell you. They'll let you know. 
They'll pick somebody else. And while we were in the middle of doing this, I think I won 
the mayoral election with more votes than anybody’s ever got in the history from the city. 
So, you know—I think we did a lot of good things. We made Farmers Branch better and 
some of the things that we did some of the stuff we put in place, we're still seeing it go on 
today in Farmers Branch. It's adding value to the community: making it better.  
 
The whole illegal immigration thing. It's funny. The way the press wrote about it and the 
way some of the people dealt with it, it was like that's all we ever thought of. I mean that 



was that was 2 percent of what we did. 98 percent of what we did was make sure we had 
good police, great police, great fire, excellent parks, good staff and good community 
events. You know, we created an event called Liberty Fest and they don't do it anymore 
or they don't do it nearly to the extent that we did it, but we created an event called 
Liberty Fest. And so, the city had no festival of any kind: no big draw to bring people 
into the city for many years, many, many years. So, we created this patriotic festival and I 
mean, you know we had a big, giant fireworks show after a concert at the historical park. 
We had, you know, military vehicle display. We had an old car show. We had things to 
do for kids. It was a—it was a two-day event. I mean it was just a—it was a blast. But at 
the concert we had R.E.O. Speedwagon was the headliner of the concert— 
 

DJ: Wow! 
 
TO: It was in the historical park. And at that concert and depend on who you ask, I mean, you 

know, I don't know—I don't think we were counting them, but there were anywhere from 
15 to 18 thousand people in the historical park at that concert and so we got to showcase 
Farmers Branch, showcase the historical park. At the end of the concert—so the stage 
was backed up to Ford Road, but you know, the people on the stage were looking out  

 

 
Tim getting his album cover autographed by Kevin Cronin, lead singer with R.E.O. Speedwagon. 



towards I35, if you will. And so, at the end of the concert when the music stopped 
playing, R.E.O. played their last song, the lights went down and everybody turned around 
and looked towards 35 and that's where Liberty Plaza was, and you could see that big 
giant American flag and then all of a sudden, fireworks started coming over it and it was 
just an awesome gathering of people who love America, and we celebrated America and 
it was it was Memorial Day weekend. And it was just a—it was a great time and it 
showcased the city and told the city—told people around the Metroplex, we're here, it's a 
great place to live and go to church and raise your family. And it was a—I mean just a 
huge uplifting event for the city. And we did it two or three, four more years, I think it 
was and I don't know when they stopped, but when I was there we always did it and it 
was just—it was a great time and a great event. I'll never forget that, and I know lots of 
other people on—it was just really cool to see something big like that happen in Farmers 
Branch.  
 

 

 
Tim with Rick Springfield and his mom, Kathryn O’Hare. 

DJ: that’s amazing you could get that many people there into the park. Just kind of stunning 
to me. [OVERTALK] 

 
TO: It was packed, and we had a—we had—we started something—we did this thing called 

the Blooming Bluegrass Festival. I think that may still do that. But it was a weekend of 
bluegrass music and it was just a good family event. We just really stepped up the 
events—"bring people into Farmers Branch efforts” and showcasing the city and I think it 
paid off. I think people became more aware of, “Hey, this is a great place to live and go.”  

 
And, you know, during that, I guess, you know, 2006 or ‘07 to 2011-12-13 timeframe 
stuff that was just old and decaying and falling apart, we just saw it revitalize and become 
new. You know Brookhaven Country Club went through massive renovations. I mean 
some of those buildings hadn't been updated or changed since that thing was built like 
1954 or ‘55 or whatever it was. And then those went through changes and membership 
increased and there was just all kinds of great stuff going on during that period and if you 



will remember during this period where I was on council—I mean it was one of these 
horrible economic times. It was a— 
 

DJ: Oh, that's true. I hadn’t thought of that. 
 
TO: I mean it was it was—it was—there was nobody or buying anything. And we —we 

were—I can't remember the year. It might have been ’11. It might have been ‘10. But 
there was a year where we had the third most economic development of any city in the 
Metroplex. Now Farmers Branch is only 12 square miles. At the time was only about 
28,000 people. I think that the people's increased since I left. But to be the third highest in 
revenue or in dollars spent economic development-city in the metroplex. And we’re 
talking about that there’s cities with hundreds of thousands of people and—and you know 
one with a million and we were number three. And I think it was Dallas, Arlington, 
Farmers Branch and that didn't happen by accident. That is that's a concerted effort to 
grow your city, to bring in more tax dollars, to give people more places to go shop, eat. 
You know the grocery store there now—the Wal-Mart grocery store, what was there was 
an old, old, old building built in the 60s, never updated that was vacant, full of rats and 
cockroaches. We tore that down. We got that beautiful new grocery store in there. That 
whole intersection revitalized, and it was—it was almost a ghost town in there and then 
now it is the—the, you know, biggest commerce center in the city with all kinds of shops 
and businesses and things. And I mean just looking at it, it looks so much better but the 
revenue it produces, the tax dollars that it generates is so much better than it was, and it 
was a—it was a very interesting time. There were some challenges but there were a lot of 
enjoyable things, a lot of rewarding things and it was a very, very good chapter in my 
life.  

 
DJ: And just sounds like so much went on. I always asked folks about—and I think you've 

already hit some on this but if anything else comes to mind—I always ask about high 
points. Low points, you know what are the things that come to your mind?  

 
TO: Well I'll hit just low points real fast. The low point was we were having to bring Farmers 

Branch out of a decline so that's not easy. That's not easy changing real estate people's 
views about what Farmers Branch is. That's not easy to change business’s minds, you 
know about, are we open for business and ready to have you come in and build and things 
like that so that that took some work. I think the other negative we kind of touched on it 
is it was a real eye opener for me that people will lie about people and spread rumors for 
politics. Maybe I was just naive. I was pretty young. I mean I became mayor when I was 
38 Is that right? No, 35. I became mayor when I was 35. No, no, no. I became mayor 
when I was 38. Yeah—yeah council 35, mayor 38.  
 
And so, I was probably young and naive, and people have done that for years. I had never 
been a part of it or seen it, so that was disappointing. But you know what. It's just—I 
mean it really wasn’t—it's not that big a deal. Comes with the territory.  

 
Highlights. I mean taking a city from, you know, virtually no economic development 
going on to the third most in the Metroplex. That is a huge highlight. Reducing the crime 



rate, that's a huge highlight. Having record low debt levels, huge highlight. Having an 
appreciation rate for property values that was dead last in the county going up to I think 
fourth of all the cities in Dallas County, huge highlight. Just meeting people, working 
with people, lifelong friendships you developed, those are the greatest highlights of all, 
and I have friendships that I would never have were I'm not involved in politics that 
are—are truly cherished. And, you know, you've heard—and I'm by no means trying to 
compare being a mayor or a city council purse to a president, but you've heard presidents 
get along with each other after they're out of office just because no one else knows what 
that's like.  
 

 
Tim with former Farmers Branch Mayor, Bill Glancy. 

DJ: Yes.  
 
TO: And there's a camaraderie and a connection that there's just no way to have with anybody 

else.  
 
DJ: Yeah. Clinton and George Bush. That was kind of a surprise.  
 



TO: You got it. Exactly. Exactly. I mean it's been—exactly. And we—you have that with your 
council members. You have that with the council members, so it's just a connection and a 
camaraderie that you—just you— it’s hard to describe, but it's—it's real and it's there and 
we remain friends all of us to this day. That's the biggest highlight of all is just the 
relationships.  

 
Now something we didn't talk about, but I do want to talk about it. So, the—so I'm a 
conservative. I believe in limited government, but I absolutely believe there is a role for 
government and sometimes some people on my side of the aisle just anti-government, 
anti-government everything and we need a government. We need a police force. You 
know, we need a fire department. We need people to maintain streets and sidewalks and 
things. One of the things that Farmers Branch had and my dog, Bump, the first dog I ever 
had, he's named after a baseball player for the Rangers, by the way. That sounds like a 
weird name. Farmers Branch had a horrible animal shelter and it was a concrete slab, 
open air and we had to go get our dog out of it a couple of times, but it was just—it was 
terrible. So, I led, spearheaded, whatever you want to call it, “We need a real animal 
shelter that is a place where we can adopt these animals out and not just have to kill them 
all and make it a showcase place in our city.” So that's one of the things I spearheaded, 
one of the things I led on. And we built a really nice animal shelter that at the time I left 
there, it was basically a “no kill” shelter— 
 

DJ: Nice. 
 
TO: —other than for, you know, dogs that you couldn't rehab due to health or, you know, 

violent tendencies. But by and large it was a “no kill” shelter and it became a just a real 
positive and plus for the city right next to police station. So that was something that, you 
know, that animal shelter is nice. It's well-run, well taken care of, good looking and, you 
know, the joy that we get from animals—there's lots of young people that now will have 
pets that might not have had them if it wouldn't have been for that shelter and just the joy 
that you can get from taking care of a dog or cat and loving on them and those kind of 
things. That animal shelter, my guests will probably be there as long as I'm alive. And 
that's a legacy that I'm very happy to have left.  

 
Another thing we did, and we were—I'll say this. Sometimes people thought we went too 
fast and took on too much. But that's just the way I'm wired and built. If there's 
something to be done, let's go do it. We totally re-orchestrated the firehouse set up for the 
city when I was there and the final step, I can see is going on right now or they're moving 
the one that saw almost in Addison over to Holiday Park over there on Valley View by 
the college, but with what we did: building a new fire station, moving one, then we built a 
second one. We lowered the ISO rating to the—to have the best rating in all of Texas.  

 
DJ: What is ISO? 
 
TO: So, it's a great question. ISO is the—I think it stands for Insurance Services Organization. 

Whatever it is, it's an organization that rates communities for insurability. So, if you have 



fire stations in the right locations and then within a short distance of properties, you get a 
better ISO rating. 

 
DJ: Right.  
 
TO: And if you get a better ISO rating, then you have—you pay lower homeowner's 

premiums or business insurance premiums. So, the average homeowner in Farmers 
Branch when that was done, and we got the we got the number one rating, which at the 
time I think there were only 17 cities in the whole state of Texas. There's 254 counties in 
the state of Texas. I don't know how many cities there are but there's gotta be thousands. 
And we were one I think of only 17 that had an ISO rating of one which is the best you 
can get. And so, I think the average homeowner saved three, four, five hundred bucks a 
year from that action.  

 
DJ: Cool. 
 
TO: That's an example of where government can actually spend money and make money 

while also making the community safer. So that's something we did that I am sure that 
has helped save lives and save properties.  

 
DJ: That's pretty awesome. Now does this have anything to do with—I know there's a 

training facility for the fire. Is that part of what you're talking about here as well or is that 
something separate?  

 
TO: Well the training facility we put in when we built the new fire—that was a new fire 

station. That was, I think, Fire Station Number Three. I don't know if the ISO rating has 
anything to do with the training thing. I don't think it does. I think it's more based on 
travel distance from your firehouses to your properties, but it could. I may have known 
one time but if it is or isn't I guess I really don't know. I don't think it does.  

 
DJ: Well nice. Well, is there anything I haven't asked you as you're if you're thinking about it, 

that would be good to put down in the archives? Because, you know, folks are probably 
going to be—this is going to end up as a document and also a recording. So, somebody 
researching, you know, your tenure and time period 20 years from now may pull it up and 
want to know something that maybe you ought to tell them. 

 
TO: You know what? Well I'd be surprised if five people ever listen to this but if they do I 

hope they weren't too bored. You know what. Another thing we did is there was this—
kind of this—I don't know if I'd call it a trend. You’d probably call a trend where you'd 
call things for your Christmas event. You'd call it, you know, Tree Lighting Ceremony, 
you'd call it Holiday Tour of Lights and, you know, everybody knows it's a Christmas 
tree and it's a Christmas lights thing so when I got on the council we changed it to it's 
gonna be called a Christmas tour of lights and it's gonna be called a Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony. And there was a time where you don't even know if you could see the 
word Christmas anywhere in the city related to what was obviously a Christmas 



celebration event and series of activities. And we changed that. We put Christmas back 
into it.  

 
DJ: So that's been an interesting trend you know kind of around the world in the last decade 

or so to kind of generalize Christmas out of where you don't even call it that anymore. 
 
TO: It's—that's really sad, that's unfortunate, and—but while I was there we went the opposite 

direction. We talked about what it's really about, which is of course the birth of Jesus.  
 
DJ: Of course. Well anything else come to your mind?  
 
TO: Not that I can think of.  
 
DJ: Well and I can't think of—let me just check my questions. I think—. Well, you know, 

here's a question. So after. After all the fun you know being on the council and mayor and 
everything, then what? Then what did you go do? I mean I know that— 

 

 
Tim and his wife, Kristen at the Rose Bowl. 

TO: After, so—well that's it's interesting. So, what happened with me was I did not get 
married until I was 39 and the year 2008 was quite an eventful year for me. So, January I 
announced I was running for mayor. In February— I met my—Kristen, who would 
become my wife. In May, I got elected mayor. I think also in May I became the president 
of the Farmers Branch Rotary Club. Then in August we got engaged. And then in 
December we got married. It was—that was all 2008. And we had our first baby in 
January of ’11, which was when I had basically three months left in my term as mayor. 



So, we decided during that last year as mayor—you know, we were trying to figure out, 
“OK am I going to run for mayor again?” And my wife grew up on five thousand acres in 
northwest Denton, and the house we lived in was this compact almost zero lot line-type 
house and we wanted to have something bigger with land on it and a creek running 
through it or a pond. There weren't a lot of options for that Farmers Branch and we for a 
multitude of reasons we thought, “OK we're going to raise our family in a different 
school district. And so, we started looking around for where we wanted to move. It was 
not a—"boy we’ve got to get out of Farmers Branch—I don’t like Farmers Branch.” I 
mean we both loved Farmers Branch. And so, we started a pretty slow process after I 
said, “All right, I'm not going to run again for mayor,” of trying to figure out where we 
were going to live and looked at multiple communities and ultimately settled on South 
Lake.  

 

   
Tim and Kristen with their girls. 

DJ: Oh, that’s nice out there. 
 
TO: It's very—it's very nice. We settled on South Lake because—I mean it kind of reminded 

me of what Farmers Branch was like when I was growing up. But we live on three acres. 
We have a large creek running on the side of our property, a large pond in our backyard. 
We had all kinds of ducks and geese and waterfowl and turtles and frogs and snakes. It’s 
just a really cool place to grow up. It's almost like living in a forest and we are—we are 
literally one mile from the boat ramp at Lake Grapevine and we love to boat and get out 
on the water and get outdoors so, it wasn't an easy decision that is for sure. We wrestled 
with it for the good year and a half, but we just felt like that's the best thing to do for our 
family. And so, we moved to South Lake and that's we've now been there for I guess it's 
been six years this month actually and we love it out there. It's very nice. But we are still 
fairly often in Farmers Branch. My brother still lives there. My uncle still lives there. I 



have a cousin who still lives there. And so, we're back there, you know, multiple times a 
year. Plus, my main office building is in Carrollton, so I essentially drive through 
Farmers Branch every day going to work and I meet friends there for lunch and things so 
still very much part of my life. We just don’t live there now.  

 
DJ: Now does the traffic get you?  
 
TO: You know what? It takes me 23 minutes from my house to my office. [OVERTALK] 
 
DJ: That’s not bad. 
 
TO: That’s not bad at all. 
 
DJ: You must know a shortcut.  
 
TO: We get on at 114 to 635 to 35 and it's just fast. It's a—I'm only I'm only about a mile and 

a half from the freeway in South Lake and my office is literally under the freeway so it's 
a pretty quick trip. So, you know, actually when I—when my office drive was five 
minutes, kind of drove me nuts. I didn't have any wind down time I couldn’t listen to the 
news, make any phone calls, so I like to drive.  

 
DJ: Now for me there's something therapeutic about it. I don't know what it is. 
 
TO: Me, too, I feel the exact same way.  
 
DJ: So, it sounds like a good place for kids. 
 



 
Vacationing at Arches National Park in Moab, Utah. 

TO: I would say it is the ultimate family community. I mean, it is—people are there—almost 
everybody has kids. Almost everybody has kids in the school district. The whole—one of 
things that always bothered me about Farmers Branch was the community did not revolve 
around or did not—that’s the wrong— did not rally around a school. So, in Farmers 
Branch, you know, especially in later years, a lot of kids were in private schools. A lot of 
kids were homeschooled. A lot of kids would go to Smith or somewhere else. And some 
of the kids were in DISD and some of the kids—and so there was just nothing that tied 
everybody together. Southlake—everybody that moves to Southlake—there's one high 
school and everybody just kind of—everybody rallies around it and there's just a strong 
community spirit, a strong—everybody feels like we're Dragons. You know that’s the 
name of the—what do you call it—the mascot for the school district.  

 
DJ: I’ve not heard of that one. 
 
TO: You know, we’re all Dragon. Everybody wears their Dragon shirts and, you know, if you 

walk through Farmers Branch and this was true when I was growing up, is certainly true 
today, you don't see half the people walking around wearing R.L. Turner shirts. You go 
to Southlake, I kid you not— I mean you see probably see a third of the people have on 
some kind of something Dragon gear. It's a—it's a real “Leave It to Beaver” type 
community. We love it. It's great.  

 
So, we now have four kids, all four girls and ages 9, 7, 5 and 3. And the question I used 
to get asked and I'm too old now to get asked much anymore but, “Are you done yet?” 



And the answer is absolutely. This is the team we're playing with, so we are—we are 
very blessed, and we have a—we have a wonderful life. 

 
DJ: Sounds like it. So, any parting comments?  
 
TO: Parting comments. Farmers Branch was a great place to grow up and I loved it growing 

up and I love it today and I hope it does for the people that live there now and the people 
that will live there in the future all that it did for me which was really helped shape my 
character.  

 
DJ: Mm hmm. Well thank you Tim O'Hare for joining us at the Farmers Branch Historical 

Park Oral History Project. It's just been a pleasure to meet you and hear about your life 
and your time. So, thank you so much.  

 
TO: Hey you're very welcome. Call me anytime you need anything.  
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